Is polar spongioblastoma a tumor entity?
The distribution of cells in a parallel fashion with palisades of nuclei is common in neuroepithelial tumors. The authors have selected 16 such tumors from their series for study, as examples of different neuroepithelial oncotypes containing palisades of nuclei: three ependymomas, three hemispheric pilocytic astrocytomas, three oligodendrogliomas, three medulloblastomas, three cerebellar astrocytomas, and one central neuroblastoma. In two additional tumors, affecting a 12-year-old girl and a 51-year-old woman, this feature was present in the entire surgical specimen and the diagnosis was consistent with a polar spongioblastoma. This diagnosis applies in the literature to rate tumors of childhood and adolescence, both malignant and with embryonal features. In one specimen, a clear ependymomatous feature was found in a remote area of the tumor and in the other there were ultrastructural characteristics of neuroblastoma. Nuclear palisades can be found as local architectural features in many neuroepithelial tumors. The rare tumors diagnosed as polar spongioblastoma, according to published criteria, correspond to ependymomas and neuroblastomas. Polar spongioblastoma does not exist as a tumor entity.